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Introduction: Mr Eternity
xii Arthur Stace was not the first person to write ‘eternity’ around the streets of Sydney. In the
SMH (9 November 1887, p. 5), the author of the ‘As You Like It’ column wrote: ‘Only yesterday I
found written upon the wall of the building in which my business is transacted the word “Eternity”
in letters of a chalk about ten inches by four; and upon the doorstep I was exhorted to repent.’
xv In the SMH, on 31 December 1999, p. 1, The Herald’s editorialist that day opined: ‘The highlight
of the fireworks display will be the blaze in a fiery minute or so of the word “Eternity”, in Arthur
Stace’s copperplate writing … [It] will be a provocative sign, as Arthur Stace intended, of the brevity
of human life and the endlessness of life itself.’
xvi In the days that followed [the word Eternity appearing on the Harbour Bridge for New Years
celebrations in 2000], there was scarcely a word of protest and plenty of delighted praise. See
for example, letters to the editor of SMH, 4 January 2000, p. 10; one correspondent suggested
that the Eternity sign should remain on the Bridge ‘forever’; the editorial in the Daily Telegraph
(Sydney), 6 January 2000, p. 10 was entitled ‘Message ideal for all eternity’.

xvi In Delia Falconer’s view, the use of Eternity on the Bridge on 1 January 2000 was ‘the happiest
of choices, even if we did not stop to analyse it’ (Sydney, New South, Sydney, 2010, p. 53).
xvii An enduring myth about Arthur Stace is that he was illiterate; that his ability to write the
word Eternity was some kind of supernatural gift. A resourceful writer-historian, Pauline Conolly,
tried to scotch this notion in 2009 – in her article ‘From the battlefield to saving souls’, SMH,
11 November 2009, p. 10, available online at http://www.smh.com.au/national/from-thebattlefield-to-saving-souls-20091110-i7lx.html. Conolly took the trouble to access Stace’s
Australian Imperial Force (AIF) records, and found two letters he had written in 1927 and 1935.
xviii One can draw a comparison between A.B. (Bert) Facey, author of that artlessly gripping
memoir A Fortunate Life, and Stace: both were living embodiments of an Australia that no longer
exists. The great difference between Facey and Stace concerned religion. Facey lost any faith he
once had on the hills of Gallipoli: he was an atheist ever after. In his famous work, A Fortunate
Life (Fremantle Arts Centre Press, Fremantle WA, 1981), Facey wrote: ‘Anyone who has taken
part in a fierce bayonet charge (and I have), and who has managed to retain his proper senses,
must doubt the truth of the Bible and the powers of God, if one exists … it is difficult to remain
a believer. No sir, there is no God, it is only a myth.’ Stace, who served on the Western Front as a
stretcher-bearer, converted in August 1930 to evangelical Christianity.

1. Suffer the little children
6 For a description of Arthur’s father, William Wood Stace, one can refer to the notice of an arrest
warrant in the New South Wales Police Gazette (NSWPG), 2 November 1892, p. 364. Issued by the
Redfern Bench, William was described as ‘5 feet 10 or 11 inches high, thin build, dark-brown
hair, fair complexion, moustache and small side-levers; dressed in dark-grey sac coat, blue serge
trousers, and blue tie.’ Obviously, he was then well past his physical prime – but the essentials
were still there.
6 In the early 1890s, William Wood’s work situation would have seemed next to hopeless due to
the onset of a severe economic depression. He tried work in several capacities. According to a
notice of the issue of an arrest warrant by the Redfern Bench for William Wood Stace (NSWPG, 2
November 1892, p. 364), Laura Stace must have described William as a picture canvasser.
6 In or about the same year (1892) William applied for outdoor relief from the Benevolent
Society of New South Wales. There is an entry for ‘Stace, Laura’ and children, 29 October 1892 in
the Register of the Benevolent Society of New South Wales, (a copy of which is in the possession
of the authors), which notes: ‘Mr Stace was in receipt of outdoor relief’.
7 According to L. M. Thompson, in his tract Crooked Made Straight (Christian Broadcasting
Association Ltd, Sydney, 1955), the Stace children often took shelter under the house, sleeping
beneath hessian sacks – even in winter. This was preferable to witnessing their parents’ wars at
close quarters. As we shall see, Thompson based his tract upon the direct recollections of Arthur
Stace, whom he knew intimately and interviewed about his past life many times.

2. Sins of the fathers
11 Arthur Stace’s great-great-grandfather, William Stace (1755–1839), for his contribution the
victory at the Battle of Waterloo, was appointed a Companion of the Order of the Bath (CB).
The Order of the Bath was a prized order of chivalry. In the words (in 1815) of the then Prince
Regent (later George IV), recipients were honoured so ‘that their names may be delivered down
to remote posterity, accompanied by the marks of distinction which they have so nobly earned’
(see London Gazette, 4 January 1815, p. 17).
12 Arthur Stace’s paternal grandmother, Jane Matilda Stace (nee Pasley) came from an even more
eminent family. Her father, Sir Thomas Sabine Pasley KCB (1804–84), was a senior officer in the Royal

Navy. See W.R. O’Byrne, ‘Pasley, Thomas Sabine’, in A Naval Biographical Dictionary, John Murray,
London, 1849. See also J.K. Laughton, ‘Pasley, Sir Thomas Sabine’, in Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, Oxford University Press, 2004–17, http://www.oxforddnb.com/public/index.html.
12 The marriage of Arthur’s paternal grandparents was a major social event, with the bride’s
grandfather, the Rev. Montagu John Wynyard, the presiding prelate. He was a chaplain to Queen
Victoria herself. See The Royal Kalendar, and Court and City Register, for England, Scotland,
Ireland, and the Colonies for the Year 1847, p. 148, available online at https://archive.org/stream/
royalkalendarcou1847unse/royalkalendarcou1847unse_djvu.txt.
13 Arthur’s father William Wood Stace was born on 17 May 1855, on the island of Mauritius
in the Indian Ocean. His father Walter was posted to Mauritius in 1854, in a non-combat role,
fortuitous given the context: the Crimean War was raging back on the Continent, beginning in
Oct. 1853 and lasting until Mar. 1856. It pitted Tsarist Russia against an unlikely coalition of
Britain, France and the Ottoman Empire. Walter Stace’s father-in-law, Sir Thomas Sabine Pasley,
was in the thick of the action in the decisive final stages. Early in 1856 he was made a rear
admiral and commanded HMS Royal Albert and HMS Agamemnon in the Black Sea.
13 The Stace family’s stay on Mauritius was short, followed by a move to the island St Helena,
then back to London. Later they left London and, according to the UK census of 1871, the family
lived at 4 Sion Hill Place, Bath, a row of nine four-storey Georgian terraces designed by the noted
architect John Pinch the Elder. For a history of the building, which is listed under the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (UK) for its special architectural or historic
interest, see https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1394974.
16 On 22 October 1877, William Stace departed Portsmouth as a cabin passenger on the SS City
of Santiago. It was an uneventful voyage in pleasant company. A fellow passenger of William’s,
Rev. Basil Craig, penned a collection of verses on board which was later published in book form:
Verses Written on Board the S.S. City of Santiago During the Voyage out from London to Melbourne,
from the 22nd of October to the 19th of December, 1877 (printed by Frank Pinkerton, 1878).
16 Once in Australia, William moved between Melbourne, Sydney, and Queensland. Later in
1878 William Stace was back in Sydney, living in rental accommodation in Rushcutters Bay Road,
Woollahra, a mile or so east of the CBD. According to the SSSD, 1879, pp. 122, 577 (entry for
W. Stace), there were only four buildings listed in Rushcutters Bay Road in 1879, none of them
owned by William Wood Stace: Thomond Villa, Lulworth House, Doon Villa and Lorne Villa.
William must have rented a room or rooms in one of them.
16 Back in England, in 1878, William’s younger sister Georgina married Edward Eustace. His
older brother was the owner of the Newstown estate in County Carlow, Ireland, and thus a
man of means. See Major-General Sir Eustace F. Ticknell, ‘The Eustace Family of Castlemore
and Newstown, County Carlow’, Journal of the County Kildare Archaeological Society, vol. XIII,
no. 6, 1955, pp. 375–382, available online at http://www.roneustice.com/Family%20History/
IrishFamiliessub/Castlemore.Newstown.carlow.2html.html. Edward Eustace (b. 1841) was the
third son.
19 Arthur’s mother Laura had fled her family home in Windsor after her mother, Margaret Lewis
(née Mehan), fed her granddaughter Clara – Laura’s three-month-old baby – a deadly poison.
Although Margaret was committed to stand trial, it seems clear that, subsequently, the charge
was dropped. Margaret resumed her life in Richmond, and we know that Margaret was a free
woman in 1879 because that is the year in which she was brutally assaulted at Richmond by her
husband.
21 We do not know how Laura Stace’s relationship with her mother was impacted by the
poisoning episode of 1876, but such hard evidence as there is suggests they remained estranged.
Intriguingly, a woman named Margaret Lewis did time in Darlinghurst Gaol in Sydney for
drunkenness and vagrancy offences during the mid-1880s: one seven-day stint for drunkenness
began on the very day of Arthur Stace’s birth, in nearby Redfern, on 9 February 1885! (NSW Gaol

Description and Entrance Books 1818–1930 [Darlinghurst], 9 February 1885, p. 337). Was this
the Margaret Lewis, Arthur’s maternal grandmother? If so, had she been celebrating? We do not
know for sure, but probably this was a different Margaret Lewis. The same woman was a vagrant
in 1886, and our Margaret Lewis seems to have remained living in the Windsor district until her
death in 1892, in contact with several loving adult children.

3. The road to perdition
23 The Benevolent Society of New South Wales was established in 1818 by Edward Smith Hall, a
great Christian philanthropist. He was a remarkable man. In 1817, he had been a founder of the
NSW auxiliary of the British and Foreign Bible Society (now Bible Society Australia) and a prime
mover in the formation of the Bank of New South Wales (now Westpac). On 19 May 1826 he
launched one of Sydney’s first newspapers, The Monitor, which took up many progressive causes
in the face of opposition from the forces of wealth, snobbery and privilege.
24 Strictly, the Benevolent Society was a separate, private body. But it worked closely with
a government agency, the State Children’s Relief Board, under the presidency of another
prominent nineteenth-century Christian in Sydney, Arthur Renwick, because the Asylum was
frequently the first port of call for desperate people in Sydney. The Sydney Benevolent Asylum
was demolished in 1901 to make room for the construction of Central Railway Station.
27 In January 1896, twelve-year-old Samuel Stace was sent to Jamberoo and the care of a
married couple, Henry and Dora Noble. This was a good opportunity for Sam. The Nobles, with
whom he lived for five years, were decent people with three children of their own. Henry Noble,
indeed, was a man of some stature in the local community. He served as an alderman of Kiama
Borough Council, including a term as mayor.
27–28 Arthur Stace spent seven years in Goulburn under Mrs Campbell’s care. Two other
inferences may safely be drawn: that Arthur attended primary school in Goulburn, with
reasonable frequency, while also performing many chores for Mrs Campbell. Despite persistent
myths to the contrary, Arthur was not illiterate. As we shall see in later chapters, he could write
basic letters and read the Bible with considerable insight. He must have learned to read and
write somewhere, and by far the most likely possibility is that he did so at a government school
at some stage between the ages of 8 and 14 while living in Goulburn with Mrs Campbell. Yet
Crooked Made Straight contained this sentence: ‘Arthur Stace was hardly schooled at all by 12
years of age, and was taken from his irresponsible parents and made a State ward’ (p. 3). For a
suggested explanation of that anomaly, see Mr Eternity, Chapters 14 and 15. For a discussion of
the origin of the illiteracy myth, see note 13 to Mr Eternity, Chapter 10.
30 Laura Stace served her time (for robbery and assault on 1 December 1898) at Biloela Gaol on
Cockatoo Island – an infamous hellhole. This was Laura’s second stint at Biloela Gaol: she had
also served a short term of imprisonment there in April 1897.
30–31 Clara Stace absconded from her domestic help post with a couple in Marrickville on 14
November 1894, and a notice was issued a week later in the New South Wales Police Gazette
giving her physical description (‘medium height, good-looking, fair hair and complexion’). In the
NSW Industrial School Registers 1867–1925, 15 November 1894, pp. 225–6, Clara’s absconding
was treated as a ‘discharge’ from Mrs Channier’s care; and in the NSWPG, 21 November 1894, p.
893 is notice of Clara’s absconding and physical description.
35 Arthur was still only 17 and was assigned to new foster carers, Alex and Janet Dalgleish. Aged
in their late 50s when Arthur came to live with them, with no children of their own (according
to the obituary of Mrs Dalgleish in the Illawarra Mercury (Wollongong, NSW), 28 June 1912, p. 2,
who died at age 70, she was survived only by her husband and ‘a large circle of friends’). They
resided in the small township of Balgownie, some ten miles to Wollongong’s north, near the Mt
Pleasant coal mine.

35 The Dalgeishes had emigrated from Dunfermline in Scotland in 1886 and become productive,
respected citizens. In the South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus (NSW), 5 July 1912 Mrs
Dalgeish was described as ‘one of a most kindly heart, a true Scotswoman in characteristics’. Other
newspapers of the period show that both the Dalgleishes served on various community bodies.
35 In about 1900, the Dalgeishes opened a general store at Balgownie. It appears the store
failed, for Alex was declared bankrupt in the first half of 1902; in the South Coast Times and
Wollongong Argus (NSW), 19 April 1902, pp. 8, ‘Alexander Dalgleish, of Balgownie, storekeeper,
has filed his schedule in bankruptcy’, and p. 10 contains a notice of sale of stock. This bankruptcy
may well have been a factor in him and Janet taking in a foster child.
36 According to the official records, Arthur was released from the care of Mr and Mrs Dalgleish
on 24 January 1904, but it is possible he left the Wollongong area sooner. As an old man, he
recalled ‘humping his bluey at 18 between Newcastle and Tamworth’, and seeking work as
a railway ganger, according to the Daily Telegraph (Sydney), 25 June 1956 (Jim Macdougall’s
‘Contact’ column). Macdougall recounts how Arthur spent a night in a hollow log in the company
of a tiger snake. The source of this anecdote can only have been Arthur himself.

4. And lead us not into temptation
37 When Arthur came back to Sydney in 1905 he faced two immediate tasks: finding a job and
finding somewhere to live. It seems likely that he found a home first. In 1905, his beleaguered
parents were living at 192 Riley Street, Surry Hills (the arrest warrant for William issued on 10
October 1906 reveals that they were still at the same address they had been at in 1903), and his
sister Minnie was at 39 Brisbane Street in the same suburb. Arthur must have moved into one
house or the other (in Crooked Made Straight, p. 3 Thompson reports that ‘Arthur moved to the
city … and lived in Surry Hills’). Possibly he switched between both.
38 Minnie by this time was married. In November 1903, aged 23, she had wed a man two years
her senior, John Joseph Harmon. This was not a ‘marriage up’: Harmon was a labourer, and he and
Minnie had been living together before their wedding, in Surry Hills. That may be one reason
why the ceremony took place at the Unitarian Church in Pitt Street. The Unitarian Church was
known for its liberal attitudes to both theology and morality, and in the Marriage transcription
from NSW Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, reg. no. 07526, the ‘usual address’ of both
bride and groom was the same: 39 Brisbane Street, Sydney. The minister who married Minnie and
Harmon, J.H.L. Zillmann (1841–1919), was a notable character. The son of a Moravian missionary,
one of the first to come to Queensland in the nineteenth century, Zillmann had begun his clerical
career as rector of St Paul’s, Ipswich, in the 1870s and 1880s before moving across to the
Unitarians.
40 In 1908, while in hospital, William Stace had been unable to name his parents, wife or
children. All he could recall was that he had ‘five children living.’ The NSW Death Registration
Transcription, ref. no. 1908/14972, listing the death of William Wood Stace on 24 November
1908 refers to ‘five children living, names and ages unknown’.
41 The next eight years (from 1908) were the vilest of Arthur Stace’s life. He was now a mean
drunkard without any lawful means of supporting himself. Many years later he would make a
chilling confession. During this period of his life he developed a ‘vicious spirit’: if ever he had
a bad turn done to him, he would pay a standover man to give the offender a brutal beating. ‘I
would watch and it didn’t affect me,’ he admitted to Mrs Thompson – sometime between mid1961 and early 1964 – while they were in the church kitchen. This conversation was recorded in
a typewritten document entitled ‘Our Friend – Arthur Stace – Sydney’s Mr. Eternity’ prepared in
1969 by May Thompson at or around the time of his burial service.
42 Sam was still living on the south coast. On Australia Day 1909 he married a local woman,
Edith Geary, and settled with her in the northern Wollongong suburb of Woonona, according to
the marriage certificate of Samuel Seaward Stace and Edith Ann Geary, NSW reg. no. 3073/1909.

The wedding took place at St Augustine’s church, Bulli, according to the rites of the Church of
England. Sam could not remember – or deliberately misstated – his mother’s maiden name.
42 Minnie had separated from John Harmon and was still running a brothel. In mid-1910 she
was convicted of ‘vagrancy’ (SMH, 26 October 1910, p. 6.) – a euphemism for prostitution – and
served a short period in gaol. This notice records that Minnie had been convicted by a magistrate
of vagrancy and had lodged an appeal, due to be heard in the Quarter Sessions Court. Evidently
the appeal failed.
42 Apparently, Minnie had been dobbed in to the police by one of her girls. According to Arthur,
she exacted revenge on the informer: ‘She did a stretch and when she came out she took her
to Centennial Park and got her drunk and then cut her throat with the wine bottle … that is the
answer to that old crime,’ (M. Thompson, ‘Our Friend’). It appears that Arthur’s story about Minnie
was relayed to Mrs Thompson in the same conversation in the church kitchen.

5. He that doeth
45 What hope was there for people like Arthur Stace?
45 There were at least two forces in Edwardian Australia dedicated to improving the lot of the
downtrodden. Eventually these representatives of the working class began to form governments.
The period 1891–1914 saw the emergence of some fine national and state leaders in Australia,
on both sides of politics. In New South Wales, important and long-overdue social reforms were
achieved by the likes of George Reid and J.S.T. (Jim) McGowen. Reid was Premier of NSW, 1894–
99 and was a Free Trader with a heart. Admittedly, he also had an instinct for survival: during this
period, he relied on Labor support on the floor of the Legislative Assembly.
47 Robert Brodribb Stewart Hammond (1870–1946) was the first of three indomitable Christian
men who, collectively, made the legend of Arthur Stace. ‘He that doeth’ became Hammond’s
creed (Matthew 7:21). Under the leadership of Boyce and Hammond, and equivalent figures in
other Protestant churches, temperance became a major political issue in New South Wales. One
of the other prominent male leaders of the temperance cause from the ranks of NSW clergy was
Rev. James Edward Carruthers (1848–1932), a Wesleyan Methodist. He was the brother of the
Liberal premier of NSW in 1904–07, J.H. Carruthers.

6. The lot is cast into the lap
57 Labor won the election on 5 September 1914, and Fisher became prime minister for the
third and final time. But the war caused him dreadful anguish. A sincere lifelong Christian (Free
Church Presbyterian), he was increasingly horrified by the carnage that followed and opposed
to conscription. He resigned in October 1915 for reasons of ill health and was succeeded by his
bellicose deputy, W.M. (‘Billy’) Hughes.
58 For most citizens, Australia’s participation was a given – even cause for outright celebration.
Some worried that the war might be over before Australian soldiers could be trained and sent
to the front. According to McKernan (Australian Churches at War: Attitudes and Activities of the
Major Churches 1914–1918), this was ‘an almost universal belief.’ He overstated the position.
There were some people in secular authority who predicted the drawn-out horrors to come – but
excessive optimism was common.
59 John Gotch Ridley, 17 years old, was eager to enlist as soon as he could. But, frustratingly for
Jack, his parents were reluctant. Though staunch admirers of the British Empire, they adopted a
wait-and-see approach with their precious son (see J. Kershaw & B. Thornton (eds.), Born to be
a Soldier: War Diary of Lieutenant John G. Ridley MC, Baptist Historical Society of NSW, Sydney,
2010, p. 73). In October 1915, Ridley’s father remarked in a letter to one of Jack’s fellow soldiers
that ‘From the commencement of recruiting he [Jack] gave us no peace at home.’

62 Jack was permitted to enlist and was accepted as a private into the 1st Battalion, 11th
Reinforcements. After a short period of training at Liverpool – an eye-opener in more ways than
one for an earnest, sheltered young toff from Darling Point (See Ridley, Milestones of Mercy, p.
32). Ridley speaks of ‘the evil atmosphere of a bell tent, where ten or twelve comrades regaled
themselves with unwholesome stories and unhealthy jokes, intermingled with vile language’.

7. The furnace of affliction
77 By the end of the war Ridley was greatly and deservedly respected. One comrade paid him this
tribute: ‘[His] influence for good was immense … I say of him most sincerely that he is one of the
most perfect Christians I have ever met. A mere boy in years … he remained as pure and unsullied as
when a schoolboy, inspired by patriotic enthusiasm and confidence in God … Brave as the bravest,
cool and manly in action, Jack Ridley was beloved by officers and men’ (J.J. Kennedy, quoted in
Evans, Soldier and Evangelist, p. 16). The tribute is all the more impressive for the fact that Kennedy
was a Roman Catholic during an era of bitterly fierce Protestant–Catholic sectarianism.
77 During the voyage back to Australia in April–May 1919 on the SS Kildonan Castle, he rubbed
shoulders with A.B. ‘Banjo’ Paterson and enjoyed a long one-on-one chat in the dining saloon with
C.E.W. Bean, Australia’s celebrated war correspondent. Another celebrity on board the Kildonan
Castle was a champion Australian Test cricketer, Charles Macartney.
78 As far as the Eternity story is concerned, perhaps the most crucial outcome of the war was
Ridley’s decision to devote his life to the Baptist church. It was a devoted fellow Christian in his
prayer group, Len Greenberg, the YMCA officer for the Division, who first planted the suggestion, in
the late summer of 1917, encouraging Ridley to become a pastor. (Evans, Soldier and Evangelist, p.
24. See also Ridley, Milestones of Mercy, pp. 62–3).

8. Lost in the wilderness
81 While Russell Ward, in Australia Since the Coming of Man (Lansdowne Press, Sydney, 1982, p.
185), describes Australia in the 1920s as ‘the mean decade’, the expression was first used in relation
to 1920s Australia by historian R.M. Crawford.
82 After the war, Arthur did not resume his criminal life, and it appears he did almost nothing at all.
According to a memorandum (dated 13 Sep. 2002) by Mrs E. Summergreene (a fellow parishioner of Arthur
and Pearl Stace at Burton Street Tabernacle in the period 1942–53), where she recounts Arthur’s own
testimony about his early life, he sometimes slept on benches in the Domain, wrapped in newspapers.
83 A letter from Arthur Stace’s service records, and others written by Arthur that are quoted in this
book, disprove the myth of his ‘illiteracy’. The truth was explained to the authors by John Starr, a
former secretary of the Burton Street Tabernacle who knew Arthur well: ‘He was not comfortable
writing, seeming almost embarrassed by his variable lettering and odd spelling mistakes and he
avoided it where he could, although it was quite legible.’
88 Dorothy Chapman was 19 years old when she met Ridley. As a teenage girl, Dorothy Chapman
had been educated at Redlands in Neutral Bay. She was a boarder there. In the 1920s Redlands was
a well-regarded independent girls’ school in terms of academic results and sporting and musical
prowess. But it was not yet formally associated with the Church of England, only becoming SCEGGs
Redlands in 1945. That – and her parents’ worldliness – probably accounts for Dorothy’s religious
ignorance until she met John Ridley.

9. From darkness to light
94 J.H. (Jim) Scullin (1876–1953) was arguably the most devout Christian ever to occupy the
prime ministerial office in Australia. His instincts were thoroughly decent, but he was brought

down by a phalanx of destructive forces. Yet there is also a case that he was a victim of his
own timidity. He baulked at a double dissolution election in 1930 which might have given his
government a majority in the senate, or at a joint sitting of both houses. Thus he lost any chance
to try Keynesian solutions to the Great Depression as favoured by his visionary treasurer, E.G.
(Ted) Theodore – solutions of the sort that President F.D. Roosevelt implemented successfully in
the US from March 1933 as part of the New Deal (see Williams, In God They Trust?).
103 It is a feature of the Eternity story that Arthur Stace became associated with R.B.S.
Hammond at the height of his fame and influence. Hammond was appointed a canon of St
Andrew’s Cathedral in 1931 and became a close personal friend of some highly distinguished
men, including the Governor of New South Wales, Sir Philip Game. Sir Philip Woolcott Game
(1876–1961) was a thoroughly decent English gentleman and his wife Gwendolyn (Lady Game)
a charming and accomplished woman in her own right. Both were serious practising Anglicans
who agonised through the Depression years about the plight of the impoverished. They also
agonised about the political and legal battles which raged between Labor premier Jack Lang
and his many opponents, inside and outside parliament. As is notorious, Sir Philip ultimately
dismissed Lang from office in June 1932. Much less well known is that the governor sympathised
with many of Lang’s aims and liked him as a man. He also held in contempt a good number of
Lang’s pompous and reactionary critics – especially the leaders of the infamous New Guard, a
quasi-fascist paramilitary organisation best remembered today for disrupting the opening of
the Sydney Harbour Bridge. For two years Sir Philip Game resisted calls for Lang’s dismissal and
thereby brought down on his own head a great deal of vicious, scurrilous criticism. Much of it
came from rich, ‘respectable’ circles. The Games took this hard but always strove to do their duty.
In especially difficult times, they sought solace in prayer – there is a beautiful passage in He That
Doeth (p. 209) describing an occasion on which they were seen kneeling at the Communion rail at
St Barnabas’ late at night while Hammond prayed for them. In the end, the dismissal of Lang was
constitutionally justified and procedurally fair. Lang himself held no grudges against the Games.
See Bethia Foott, The Philip Game Papers, Morgan Publications, Sydney, 1968.
104 For three years the Hammond Hotel No. 2 in Buckland Street operated in tandem with
another men’s shelter in Buckland Street run by the Salvation Army. The Salvos’ shelter was
located in the former factory of engineering firm John Danks & Son: the premises covered
more than an acre of ground and could accommodate at least 300 men. Hammond took over its
operation from the Salvos in late 1934 or early 1935, and Arthur Stace lived there at one stage
(see Mr Eternity, Chapter 11).

10. Echoes of Eternity
108 Arthur turned up at Burton Street Tabernacle on the penultimate night of the campaign,
Monday 14 November 1932. The context of that night includes the Great Depression and a
keenly awaited Ashes series. The opening Test of that immortal ‘Bodyline’ series of 1932–33
was played at the Sydney Cricket Ground – just a short walk from the Burton Street Tabernacle
in Darlinghurst – from 2–7 Dec. 1932. Don Bradman was unwell and missed the match, which
England won by ten wickets using their controversial tactics. Ultimately England won the series
4–1 and regained the Ashes. It is quite likely that John Ridley – a cricket lover since boyhood –
saw some of the play in the two Tests played at Sydney. Arthur’s views on cricket are unknown.
109 A record survives of the notes that Ridley used the night of the campaign at the Burton
Street Tabernacle, so the content of the service can be reconstructed with confidence and in
detail. The authors have in their possession a copy of an eight-page typewritten document
headed ‘Echoes of Eternity.’ The text of the typewritten document differs significantly from the
text of the ‘Echoes of Eternity’ sermon as re-delivered by Ridley in February 1970 at Burton
Street Baptist Tabernacle (and tape recorded). Among other things, the typewritten document
contains references to imperial currency. Thus, the original sermon of which the document is a
record must have been written and delivered before 1966. In the authors’ view, the typewritten

document is a record of the original 1932 sermon, though, judging by the font, it may well have
been prepared in typewritten form some years after 1932 (presumably utilising Ridley’s original
handwritten notes. The fact that there is a great deal of commonality between the typewritten
document and the text of Ridley’s 1970 sermon (structure and content) is strong evidence of the
typewritten document’s authenticity. So is the fact that Peter Rahme, a Sydney Baptist pastor,
acquired a copy of it in the late 1990s from Ridley’s daughter, Ruth.
112 The rhetorical question – ‘Where will you spend Eternity?’ – was not original. Decades
earlier, it had been posed by one of the most esteemed Baptist preachers of all time, Charles
H. Spurgeon (1834–92). Charles Spurgeon’s words were printed on a handbill distributed at the
Metropolitan Tabernacle in London on 16 September 1872: ‘Where wilt thou spend eternity?
Nay! Don’t tear down the bill; The question means but good to thee, And be answered still.’
Quoted by Ridley in Passing of Mr Eternity Ibid., pp. 14–15.
112 Arthur had always struggled with writing and spelling, as we know from an undated
letter from J. Starr to E. Meyers. Starr was the long-time secretary of the Burton Street Baptist
Tabernacle and saw many examples of Arthur’s writing. According to Starr, ‘all his other writing
never came close’ to the consistent beauty of Eternity.
113 Arthur usually spent at least two hours at work in the streets (writing Eternity in prominent
places) – often up to four or five hours, depending on his other commitments. Until the mid1950s Arthur often had other daytime work commitments: on the Maroubra sandhills and for
various charitable enterprises of R.B.S. Hammond. From 1949 to 1955 he worked at the Red
Cross’s offices in the city (see Mr Eternity, Chapter 13). Presumably he was required to arrive at
work by 9am or thereabouts, which would have limited his Eternity hours.

11. Rivers in the desert
116–7 In 1933, it seems probable that the YMCA appearance was the first (or among the first) of
several made by Arthur around this time. The first edition of Crooked Made Straight, published
in 1955, contained this statement: ‘Realising that he must go out into the open air to reach men,
Arthur Stace led an open-air meeting on the corner of George and Bathurst Streets, Sydney, for
24 years.’ Based on available information, it seems unlikely that Arthur began to lead weekly
open-air meetings in the CBD as early as 1931 (i.e. 24 years before 1955). The open-air meetings
on the corner of George and Bathurst Streets seem to have begun in the early 1940s, after Arthur
came to the Burton Street Tabernacle. In 1931, it is doubtful Arthur would yet have had the skills
or the wherewithal to conduct open-air meetings on his own. However, it is perfectly possible
that he began dabbling in open-air missioning in 1931, with the help and encouragement of men
such as R.B.S. Hammond and Cairo Bradley. Most likely his first appearances were at the Cairo
Bradley ‘tent missions’ regularly conducted around Sydney in the 1930s.
118 The Hammond Hotel could accommodate up to 325 unemployed men each night. Its slogan
was ‘Where Need Is the Latchkey’ (see Judd, He That Doeth, pp. 155–9). Judd’s main source was
an eight-page pamphlet compiled by G.M. Dash, The Hotel Hammond (For Single Unemployed
Men), Buckland Street, City: Sydney’s Largest Hotel, c. 1939. The authors obtained a copy of
this pamphlet from the HammondCare archives; there is also a copy in the National Library in
Canberra. The pamphlet is undated, but a publication date of early 1939 may safely be inferred
from various features of the document itself, viz. the inclusion of a photo of Christmas dinner
at Buckland Street in 1938, the citation of road fatality statistics for 1938, and reference to
bushfires in the Blue Mountains ‘a couple of years ago’ (the fires were in Nov. 1936). By mid-1939,
the Hotel was no longer located at Buckland Street.
121 During the 1930s, Arthur became involved in more charitable and evangelistic work. The
exact starting dates are uncertain, but there is no doubt that he began making regular visits to at
least three places in Sydney that housed lonely, hopeless-seeming men of the sort he had once
been. He kept up this work for many years – in some cases into the early 1960s, according to L.

Thompson (Crooked Made Straight, p. 7). Note about Arthur dictated by C.K. Hemmingway in or
about 1978. The weight of evidence suggests that Arthur made his visits to the Francis Street
Annex regularly for 30 years and to Callan Park and the Leper Lazaret for at least 20 years.
122 The charitable work which had occupied Arthur with Hammond was no longer quite so
pressing: the worst of the Depression was over by 1938 or thereabouts, and the Buckland Street
Hotel was forced to close in mid-1939 when the owners sold the property (SMH, 3 June 1939,
p. 7; 7 June 1939, p. 17). Hammond arranged for 200 of the 300 unemployed men previously
accommodated at Buckland Street to be transferred to new premises at Glebe Point – a building
known as the Rosewood Eventide Home which was owned by the Church of England and rented
back to Hammond for the purpose.
124 Arthur began his mission on the night of Ridley’s sermon at Burton Street on 14 November
1932. That was the clear understanding of Ridley himself and of the Rev. Lisle Thompson, the
man who persuaded Arthur to ‘go public.’ (L. Thompson, ‘Meet Mr Eternity’). On the day in 1951
that Thompson first discovered Arthur writing Eternity, Thompson asked Arthur straight out why –
and when – he had started doing it. Arthur explained about the Ridley sermon and said: ‘That was
just two years after I became a Christian. I have written it ever since.’ For what it is worth, there
was corroborative evidence of Arthur’s activity in the 1930s in Johnston’s Eternity. A retired
quantity surveyor named Sydney Davies, then 80 years old, was interviewed on camera. He
recalled seeing Eternity as a schoolboy.

12. More precious than rubies
131 Regarding Arthur and Pearl getting engaged, what is certain is that late in the year 1941,
Pearl proposed to Arthur! ‘Why don’t we get married?’ were her exact words, according to a
letter dated 25 Jul. 2002 from Dorothy Osborne to Bronson Symes. Cliff Hemingway confirmed
that this was the case (see M. Thompson, ‘Memorial? for Mr. Arthur Stace – Sydney’s Mr. Eternity’,
1969). Mrs Thompson referred to a statement made to her by Cliff Hemmingway in response to a
question by her as to how Arthur ever felt he could marry a woman like Pearl after what he had
been: ‘Oh, she [Pearl] asked him, Arthur told me.’
133 Pearl gave up her job as a housekeeper with the doctor’s family in Chatswood. Probably
straight away, but certainly by 1943, she and Arthur moved in to a modest little terrace house
at 12 Bulwara Road, Pyrmont (according to the Electoral roll, 1943). It is quite possible that
Arthur and Pearl moved straight into the house at 12 Bulwara Road, Pyrmont, immediately
after their marriage, i.e. in late January 1942, but there is no hard proof of the fact. In 2002,
Edith Summergreene remembered them as living in ‘Glebe’ during the period she knew them
(1942–53), but this seems to have been a reference to the Pyrmont house. (The two suburbs are
adjacent.)

13. Growing in faith
136 Frank (‘Bones’) Jenner (1903–77) was another famous street missioner in Sydney who came
into his own during World War II (R. Wilson, Jenner of George Street: The Story of Frank Jenner,
Australia’s Soul-winning Sailor, self-published, Hurstville NSW, 2000, passim). Evidence of several
conversions precipitated by Jenner during World War II was discovered in the early 1950s by
Francis Dixon, a Baptist pastor in Bournemouth, England.
138 Arthur and others at Burton Street began using this vehicle for open-air missioning on
Sunday afternoons and evenings, in Taylor Square. Bruce Leghorn remembers Arthur calling
him up to give his testimony – without warning – when he was a boy of 13. (Leghorn, ‘My
Recollections of a Remarkable Man’). By the time John Starr arrived at the Tabernacle in 1957,
Arthur was no longer involved in the open-air missioning in Taylor Square.
139 Archdeacon R.B.S. Hammond had been retired two and half years before he died on 12 May

1946. His wife Jean had died on 3 June 1943. A widower in failing health, he soon recognised
that the time had come to retire. But his physical condition was such that he needed constant
medical and personal attention, and his friends were reluctant to commit him to a nursing
home. Amazingly, a middle-aged woman named Audrey Spence volunteered to marry Hammond
in order to provide the necessary care on a private 24/7 basis. The wedding took place on 10
November 1943, and from that day, the second Mrs Hammond looked after her husband at their
home in Glebe until his death in 1946.
143 From August 1949, Arthur worked as a part-time cleaner and lift operator at the city offices
of the Australian Red Cross. In mid-1950, the Australian Red Cross (NSW Division) purchased
Petty’s Hotel at 1 York Street, Sydney, for use as its blood transfusion service headquarters and
laboratories. This was the building in which Arthur Stace worked for five years, and one wonders
if he realised its links to Sydney’s very early Christian history. In the mid-nineteenth century, it
had been the home of John Dunmore Lang, founder of the Presbyterian Church in NSW.

14. As iron sharpens iron
149 By the time he completed his studies, Lisle Thompson was a believing Baptist. As a teenager
he was inspired by an up-and-coming itinerant preacher, English-born Wilfred Jarvis (a friend
and contemporary of Ridley and, at least theologically, very much in the same mould. (See K.R.
Manley, ‘Jarvis, Wilfred Lemuel (1895–1977)’, Australian Dictionary of Evangelical Biography,
online at http://webjournals.ac.edu.au/ojs/index.php/ADEB/article/view/1083/1080.)
149 According to Manley, Jarvis ‘had a remarkable range of gifts in art, drama, and music.’ He
served as the pastor at Central Baptist Church in Sydney from 1933–51 – John Ridley’s home
base – leading it during its enforced relocation in 1937 from its Bathurst Street site to 619
George Street. Arthur Stace must have come to know Jarvis too.
151 Within a few months of his arrival at Bankstown, Lisle was keen to increase his flock. He
was told about a middle-aged woman, Margaret Phillips, then worshipping in an Anglican
congregation in the nearby suburb of Yagoona where she lived. Mrs Phillips’ husband William
had been involved in the building of the Bankstown Baptist Church; she herself had been raised
as a Baptist in England. William Phillips first met Margaret Divine aboard ship, on a voyage out
from England to Australia a year or two before World War I. They parted on arrival in Sydney but
met up again a few months later at the Burton Street Baptist Tabernacle in Darlinghurst – it is a
recurring motif in this story! – and were married on 8 August 1914.

15. Knock and it shall be opened
159 After the split of February 1953, life at the Burton Street Tabernacle settled into a pattern.
Despite the exodus by followers of Bob Leghorn, there were still about 150 members on the roll.
Edith Summergreene left the Tabernacle during 1953, but not because of the split. She moved
with her husband to Tamworth.
161 Arthur managed to operate on only two hours’ sleep a night (‘Testimony to Arthur Stace
by John Starr’). Starr once asked Arthur directly how much sleep he got each night, given his
extensive commitments.
161 According to John Starr, Arthur’s Sunday nights were spent at refuges, visiting ‘no hopers’ –
there was a place he often went to not far from the Tabernacle in Commonwealth Street, Surry
Hills, run by a non-denominational Christian organisation called the Sydney Rescue Work Society
(now Integricare). The refuge in question was based at 141–155 Commonwealth Street, Surry
Hills. It was operated by the Sydney Rescue Work Society, a Christian charitable organisation
founded in 1890 by yet another estimable Sydney evangelist, George Edward Ardill (1857–1945).
Ardill was succeeded as head of the Society in 1945 by a Baptist minister, Harold Whitmore Dart:
quite possibly Arthur came to know Dart through Baptist circles. He may also have known Dart’s

successor in 1956, Thomas Muirhead. In 1982 the Society changed its name to Communicare
Sydney; since 2011 it has been known as Integricare. See http://www.integricare.org.au/aboutus/history.
165 Arthur could now (from June1955) spend whole days writing Eternity, rather than, as
previously, just a few early morning hours. He began to travel farther afield, taking trains to
outer Sydney suburbs such as Camden (see Rebecca Senescall, ‘From here to Eternity?’ Camden
Advertiser (NSW), date unknown). A Mr Geoffrey Robinson, 86 years old at the time of the article,
recalled seeing Eternity written in John Street, Camden, in the 1950s.
168 Lisle was annoyed and disturbed by the ongoing press speculation as to the identity of Mr
Eternity – there had been a snippet in the Daily Telegraph’s ‘Town Talk’ column as recently as
15 June (Daily Telegraph (Sydney), 15 June 1956, p. 2, ‘Town Talk’ column). Someone had been
chalking ‘Fare Go Joe’ on Sydney footpaths, in protest against recent rises in public transport
fares. (The NSW premier at the time was J.J. [Joe] Cahill.) The columnist joked: ‘Probably the
“Eternity” man worried that he won’t be able to afford to get about his business any more.’
168 Lisle dictated a letter to the editor of the Sunday Telegraph, outlining the basics. Within
days the Sunday Telegraph had assigned to the story one of its best reporters, a 39-year-old star
in the Frank Packer stable named Tom Farrell. Farrell (1917–2012) was a Sydney icon in his own
right. Born in rural South Australia, he began his career on the Murray Valley Standard and served
in PNG during World War II as a journalist in the army’s public relations unit. After a stint at the
Melbourne Argus in the Canberra press gallery, he was lured to Sydney by Frank Packer around
1950 and made his name as an investigative reporter, breaking several major stories. In 1959 he
went over to the SMH and spent the rest of his career at Fairfax in increasingly senior editorial
and management roles. He retired in 1982.
171 It would be a big stretch to say that Farrell ‘solved’ the Eternity mystery – an achievement
routinely attributed to him for the rest of his life, and even in death (See Farrell’s obituary in
SMH, 1 December 2012, p. 21) - ‘Farrell was also famous for cracking the mystery of ‘Eternity’.
Available online at http://www.smh.com.au/comment/obituaries/news-hound-with-a-nose-forjustice-20121130-2am51.html.

16. Fruits of the Spirit
177 In September 1937 Rolls took up an appointment in Sydney as dean of the Sydney
Missionary and Bible College, Croydon. During a twelve-year stay in Sydney he became a wellknown preacher and Bible study leader, including at the Burton Street Tabernacle. Arthur heard
him speak many times. Rolls resigned as dean of the SMBC in late 1941. In early 1942 he became
dean of a new body, the Sydney Bible Training Institute, a position he held until 1949. See J.
Stanhope, ‘The New South Wales Stewards’ Company, The Sydney Bible Training Institute and the
N.S.W. Baptist Bible College’ in Baptist Recorder, no. 124, 2014, p. 3.
179 In May 1958 the Sydney Morning Herald ran a long feature by Gavin Souter entitled
‘Sydney is rich in characters.’ Gavin Souter (b. 1929) was already a prominent journalist when
he interviewed Arthur in 1958. But, like Tom Farrell, he went on to even bigger things, including
stints as the SMH’s correspondent in Washington and London, and as assistant editor. He has also
written several excellent books: perhaps the best known is his history of John Fairfax & Sons
Limited, A Company of Heralds. Arthur excited the interest of some of the finest journalists in
Australia.
185 Arthur probably never knew it, but by the early 1960s he had a kindred spirit in the United
States, a man on another sort of religious mission whose writings had come to influence
countless people. Incredibly, Walter Terence Stace (1886–1967) was not merely a namesake and
near-exact contemporary of Arthur’s. He was a blood relation. Arthur and Walter Stace had a
common great-grandfather – William Stace (1755–1839), whom we met briefly at the beginning
of Mr Eternity, in Chapter 2. (He was the Stace ancestor who had served during the Battle of

Waterloo.) Arthur’s father, William Wood Stace, and Walter’s father, Major Edward Vincent Stace
(1841–1903), were first cousins. Unlike William, Edward had stuck to family tradition. He carved
out a career in the military, attaining high rank in the Royal Artillery and serving as a political
agent in British Somaliland.

17. The valley of the shadow of death
193 On Sunday 3 November 1963, a key step was taken in the reconstruction of Sydney’s
imposing GPO clock tower in Martin Place. Originally built in the nineteenth century, the
structure was dismantled in early 1942 as a wartime security measure, shortly after the Japanese
raid on Pearl Harbour. The various parts – including 1000 blocks of sandstone – were stored for
21 years by the Commonwealth Department of Works.
197 Sadly, Lisle’s dream of a home for the elderly at Centennial Park was never realised. However,
the money he had raised (some £30,000, including a government contribution) was donated
by the Tabernacle to the Baptist Homes Trust, and a year later the ‘Lisle M. Thompson Memorial
Therapy Room’ was opened at one of its nursing homes, ‘Waldock’ in Carlingford. The naming of
the therapy room at Waldock was in recognition of Lisle’s ‘vision of the plight of the elderly [which]
made possible this gift by the Burton Street Church for the work of the Trust.’ The whole Thompson
family attended the official opening on 11 September 1965, at which May unveiled the plaque.
198 A four-minute audio recording survives of an interview of Arthur by a radio journalist named
Jim Waugh, broadcast on a program called Monitor 64 on Sydney commercial station 2GB. The
recording is accessible on the internet. See, for example, http://simplyaustralia.net/article-jkleternity.html. A few other snippets from the Jim Waugh interview are worth mentioning. Asked
what sort of a man he had been before his conversion, Arthur stated bluntly: ‘I was a very bad
man.’ He claimed to have chalked Eternity in most of Sydney’s suburbs, much of NSW, and ‘right
around Melbourne.’ The last must be counted an exaggeration, though there is no reason to
doubt that he paid Melbourne a few visits in his later years.
199 On a cold October night, a 14-year-old schoolboy visiting Sydney from Newcastle, George
Gittoes, encountered Arthur near Central Railway Station. As the old man walked away, Gittoes
examined the word on the pavement: Eternity. ‘That one word seemed to be like a whole book of
words,’ he thought. ‘It seemed to say everything.’ As we saw in Mr Eternity, Chapter 19, George
Gittoes (b. 1949) grew up to become an accomplished painter, a two-time winner of the Blake
Prize for religious art. At the time of his encounter with Arthur, he had been in the course of
deciding what to do with his life – to become a lawyer or a painter.

18. At home with the Lord
201 In 1965 Gavin Souter published his wry, lucid book Sydney, which included several pages on
Arthur Stace (G. Souter, Sydney, Angus & Robertson, Sydney, 1965). The book was republished in
1968, and again in 2017 under a different title, Sydney Observed.
201 The role of Arthur was played by a young actor named Colin Anderson, whose performance was
so popular that he was recognised by members of the public for the rest of his life. Colin Robert
Anderson (1937–2014) was interviewed on camera in Johnston’s Eternity. After his appearance as
Arthur Stace in the SUDs revue of 1965, he went on to a distinguished career as a teacher, director,
producer and academic in the field of the dramatic arts. See his obituary in the Newcastle Herald on
10 Aug. 2014 at http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2477254/obituary-dr-colin-robert-anderson/.

19. If what has been built survives
216 May Thompson had the foresight to ensure that Ridley’s 1970 sermon was recorded on
audiotape by the Christian Broadcasting Association. Elizabeth Meyers has in her possession an

audiotape recording, in CD format, of Ridley’s 1970 Eternity sermon.
222 The unveiling of the Eternity memorial in July 1977 was part of a major redevelopment
of the whole Sydney Square site. The architect in charge, 40-year-old Ridley Smith, had been
named after John Gotch Ridley himself. In September 1936, Fred Smith and his wife Marjorie
were serving as Baptist missionaries in Kaifeng, China. When their baby son was born they
named him in honour of John Ridley, who was a close family friend. Ridley Smith (1936–2013)
grew up to be a practising Baptist himself, worshipping at one time at Central Baptist Church
in George Street where he met his future wife Florence Clifford. Later he became an eminent
architect. He was a prolific designer of churches, schools and hospitals throughout the world,
and he was also part of the team that designed the sails of the Sydney Opera House. See Smith’s
obituary in the SMH, 21 March 2014, p. 31.

20. What do these stones mean?
225 In November 1990, the REMO General Store in Darlinghurst began using Eternity for
merchandising purposes. REMO was launched in 1988 by a young entrepreneur, Remo Giuffre.
Earlier in 1990 Giuffre had commissioned artist Martin Sharp to produce a design. Giuffre, born in
1960, had seen Arthur’s chalkings as a little boy (he recalls at least one sighting in the Haymarket
district at the age of four or five; he specifically recalls seeing a poster of Eternity Haymarket!);
later, as a young adult, he had become aware of Sharp’s use of Eternity in his artworks (Revealed
in an email exchange between Remo Giuffre and R. Williams, 27–28 July 2017).
226 Martin Sharp had become fascinated by the Eternity phenomenon during his boyhood in the
1950s. But in the intervening years another event had changed his life profoundly: the Ghost
Train fire at Sydney’s Luna Park on 9 June 1979. During an interview with Rachael Kohn, Martin
Sharp described the Luna Park Ghost Train fire, which killed six boys and a father, as ‘really the
most extraordinary event in my life, I would say … I’ve tried to deal with it as best I can and to
pass on what I’ve perceived about it, but I still have a way to go on it.’ He also described the
fire as ‘a major religious event in the history of Sydney, if not wider.’ Sharp came to associate
the tragedy with the worship of Mammon and the Canaanite sacrifice of children to Moloch (cf.
Jeremiah 7:31). One reason the fire resonated so strongly with him was that he had had the job
of redesigning the face of Luna Park in 1973. (Refer to ‘The Spiritual Vision of Martin Sharp’, The
Spirit of Things, ABC Radio National, 7 Mar. 2010, online at http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/
programs/spiritofthings/the-spiritual-vision-of-martin-sharp/3118558.)
229 A major event was the 1994 release of a 55-minute documentary about Arthur, Eternity,
produced by Susan MacKinnon and directed by Lawrence Johnston. The film was released
in commercial cinemas in October 1994 and screened on ABC television in May 1995. It was
also shown at numerous venues overseas. For example, at the Wellington Film Festival (1994),
Auckland Film Festival (1994), Chicago International Film Festival (1994), Hawaii International
Film Festival (1994), Vancouver International Film Festival (1994), Hong Kong International Film
Festival (1995), Cork Film Festival (1995), St Louis Film Festival (1995) and Viennale International
Film Festival [Vienna] (1995).
231 In mid-1999, a team of weavers from the Victorian Tapestry Workshop began work on a
magnificent piece (200 x 390cm in dimensions) depicting Eternity. It is based on a design by
Martin Sharp, inspired directly by Arthur Stace and his mission. The weaving job had begun in
Melbourne but was completed in November/December at the Art Gallery of New South Wales in
Sydney, where members of the public were able to watch the work in progress on a huge sixmetre steel loom. The tapestry hung for some time (from 2003) in the members’ lounge of the
Powerhouse Museum in Sydney, and it has also been exhibited interstate and overseas.

Epilogue: Reflections on eternity
238 In reference to the 2003 Jonathan Mills–Dorothy Porter opera, The Eternity Man, Mills
expressed concern about ‘nasty evangelism’ in Sydney, even complaining that Arthur’s memory
was ‘being used by the churches.’ Martin Sharp made a glorious response: ‘Is he being used
by the churches? Probably. Is he being used by God? Definitely.’ The reporter, Sharon Verghis,
described Sharp’s response as ‘surprising.’ Evidently what surprised her was that a famously
‘with it’ person such as Sharp would stand up for evangelical Christianity – a typical reaction in
our relentlessly secular age.
240 According to Molitorisz in ‘A write of passage’, when English director Julien Temple was first
approached to film The Eternity Man in Sydney, he thought the project ‘sounded mad enough to
be interesting.’
240 Arthur and R.B.S. Hammond would certainly be dismayed by Sydneysiders’ ongoing
problems with the demon drink. The tragedy suffered by the Kelly family, when 18-year-old
Thomas Kelly was killed by a drunkard’s unprovoked ‘coward’s punch’ on Thomas’ first night at
King’s Cross in 2012, would have made both Arthur and Hammond weep. Thomas Kelly’s family
campaigned successfully for the ‘lockout laws’, which mandate non-admission of new patrons
at bars, pubs and clubs in the Sydney CBD after 1.30am, and ‘last drinks’ at 3am. The laws are
scarcely draconian. Yet in retaliation for their role in bringing them about, the Kelly family has
been subjected to vile abuse, including death threats. In 2016, as a direct result, Thomas Kelly’s
younger brother Stuart committed suicide.
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